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PROTEST AGAINST USE OF GAGGING AGREEMENTS BY

LOCAL NHS LEADERS
 

CAMPAIGNERS ARE STAGING A DEMONSTRATION IN LEICESTER CITY ON
WEDNESDAY MORNING TO PROTEST AGAINST THE USE OF GAGGING
AGREEMENTS BY LOCAL NHS LEADERS.
 
Members of a 'public and patient involvement' (PPI) group associated with plans to change
local health services are being asked to sign a confidentiality agreement before they can see
secret papers setting out planned changes to health services. The changes, known as the
Sutainability and Transformation Plan (STP), are controversial because they involve large
scale cuts and closures to health services.
 
The PPI Group was set up to provide public and patient insight into and comment upon NHS
plans to reorganise services through Better Care Together and the STP. However, the group
has been prevented from seeing the papers which have been going to the STP committee
meetings since March 2017. Now NHS leaders have drafted a Confidentiality Agreement
which must be signed if the PPI group member wants to see the confidential papers.
 
Bob Ball, spokesman for the Campaign said 'We are protesting about the gagging of
members of the PPI group. If they are not able to discuss the plans with other patients
and public, how can they know what comments are appropriate and what views they
need to feedback? We fear local NHS leaders are using the PPI group as a tick box
exercise to say there has been public and patient involvement in drawing up local
health plans.'
 
Mr Ball contnued: 'We have been campaigning for local NHS leaders to stop planning
changes to services, including a lot of cuts and closures, in secret. Effectively, what
they are now doing is slightly widening the circle of people with access to the papers
but maintaining the same level of secrecy - keeping the vast majortiy of the public in
the dark. In August the STP leader, Toby Sanders, claimed in a public statement that all
the relevant papers are shared with the PPI group but the minutes of the STP
committee for August revealed that that statement had been untrue.' (5)
 
The Campaign against NHS Privatization believes the continuation of austerity funding is
damaging the NHS and reducing the quality of health care.
 
Notes
(1) The Campaign against NHS Privatization (formed in 2010) is a group of local residents
who seek to retain high quality health services and to defend the health service against
privatisation. For more information visit: http://campaignagainstnhsprivatization.org.uk
(2) According to the draft STP, leaked in November 2016, plans include closing the Leicester
General Hospital as an acute hospital and closing 243 acute beds; the closure of the Rutland
Memorial Hospital in Oakham and the Feilding Palmer Hospital in Lutterworth; the halving of
the number of beds at the Hinckley and Bosworth Community Hospital; a 5% reduction in the
work force at a time of growing need.
(3) More on the STP at:
http://www.bettercareleicester.nhs.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=46236
(4) The dep City Mayor, Rory Palmer, was recently reported in the Health Service Journal,



work force at a time of growing need.
(3) More on the STP at:
http://www.bettercareleicester.nhs.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=46236
(4) The dep City Mayor, Rory Palmer, was recently reported in the Health Service Journal,
criticising the failure of NHS leaders to bring NHS plans to the relevant City Council
committees.
(5) Toby Sanders stated in an interview on Radio Leicester on 17 August that the papers
tabled at the System Leadership Team meetings (the STP committee, comprising local NHS
leaders) were sent to the PPI group members for comment. The minutes of the August SLT
meeting, held later that morning, confirmed that that they were not.
 
Further information, interviews:
Robert Ball, CANP Spokesperson: 077793 04081
 
 
 
 
 
 


