
Your position on the NHS

Questions we asked:

Do you support the closure of over 500 beds in the NHS in Leicester, Leicestershire 
and Rutland, as planned in the Better Care Together Five Year Plan?

What role, if any, does privatisation have in the NHS?

What role, if any, has market competition in the NHS?

How much real terms additional funding would you give to the NHS each year?

What is your position on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership Treaty, 
particularly in relation to the NHS.

Do you think the founding principles of the NHS are still relevant today?

Responses:

Green Party

Mr Nimit Jethwa (Parliamentary Candidate Leicester East Green Party)
Thank you for your email, I apologise for replying in a key points manner, I thought 
this would however be better to answer your points.
1) I can say that I don’t support the closure of over 500 beds as part of the Better 
Care Together plan. To me this the first step to backdoor privatisation.
2) Privatisation for me has no place, especially when something can be done 
publicly. For example the NHS should be private, but the manufacturing of medical 
equipment can be private.
3) Market Competition has no place in the NHS, similar to how league tables have 
no place in the education system. They are divisive at best.
4) I personally would give the NHS £8 Billion a year, but would importantly scrap all 
PFI contracts and other projects that have drained the NHS of value money.
5) Whilst I see the need to remove the NHS which currently only the Greens offer, I 
would personally like to see the whole of TTIP abandoned.
6) I do believe that the founding principal of the NHS being free at the point of us for 
all is relevant, I do however fear other parties don’t.
I hope this answers your questions.

Darren Woodiwiss (Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for the Green Party
Harborough Constituency):
Thank you for your message of concern about our NHS. The Green Party
maintains that the profit motive should have no part in the provision of



healthcare in this Country and therefore is opposed to any of the
changes mentioned.
Unlike other parties our policies are democratically create by our
membership and not by committees who seek to implement ideological
changes or just win votes, and as such seek to maintain the core values
of the NHS.
I have linked you to the relevant Green Party policy on the NHS below:
Values and Principles http://policy.greenparty.org.uk/he.html
HE104 Healthcare is not a commodity to be bought or sold. The National
Health Service must provide healthcare, free at the point of need,
funded through taxation. It must be a public service funded by, run by
and accountable to local and national government and devoid of all
privatisation, whether privatised administration, healthcare provision,
support services or capital ownership. The NHS is concerned with
healthcare provision and should not be subject to market forces either
internal or external.
I hope that this assures you that the Green Party is wholly committed
to rolling back the changes made to create markets within the NHS and to
return it back to being 100% publicly run on behalf of and for the
population.
To this end you might be interested to hear that I have today signed
the pledge to reinstate the NHS which can be found here.
http://www.peoplesvotefornhs.org.uk/pledges
So, in answer to your questions:
(1) Do you support the closure of over 500 beds in the NHS in
Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, as planned in the Better Care
Together Five Year Plan?
N
(2) What role, if any, does privatisation have in the NHS?
None
(3) What role, if any, has market competition in the NHS?
There is a limited role for private contractor to provide services
should the NHS find that the best solution. The NHS should not be forced
to divest itself of services to private companies for ideological
reasons.
(4) How much real terms additional funding would you give to the NHS
each year?
The Green Party has committed to providing £12 billion in extra funding
for the NHS
(5) What is your position on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership Treaty, particularly in relation to the NHS.
The Green Party is opposed to this treaty as it removes our sovereign
right to self governance.
(6) Do you think the founding principles of the NHS are still relevant



today?
They are as true today as when the NHS was founded.
I hope that this satisfies you on the position of the Green Party and
myself as your local candidate. If you have any more questions please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Peter Hague (Green Party candidate for Leicester West)
I am fully opposed to the privatisation of the NHS. In answer to your specific queries:
1) I do not support the closure of these beds. If elected I will campaign against this, 
even if finding the money to maintain them involves government borrowing. 
Repairing the damage done to the NHS by the coalition (and by the previous Labour 
government) takes priority over deficit reduction as far as I am concerned.
2) There should be no privatisation of the NHS
3) Markets do not have a place in healthcare. I am generally supportive of markets in
commercial sectors where they are appropriate; their extent in to the NHS is based 
on pure ideology not on any practical benefits

4) The Green Party pledges a £12bn immediate increase in funding, rising to £20bn 
over the course of the parliament. How this will be paid for, through taxation and 
borrowing, is detailed at the end of the manifesto:
https://www.greenparty.org.uk/assets/files/manifesto/Green_Party_2015_General_El
ection_Manifesto_Searchable.pdf
5) The TTIP is simply bad for the NHS. The Green Party manifesto proposes a 
referendum on EU membership; I am generally pro-Europe myself, but if TTIP 
comes into force, I would campaign for a UK exit in such a referendum. Multinational
corporations simply cannot be allowed to compromise our healthcare system under 
any circumstances.
6) Absolutely. Part of the reason I joined the Green Party was because I feel that this
party is the true defender of those principles. 
A Green majority is unlikely, but some level of Green participation in government is 
possible due to our anti-austerity alliance with the SNP and Plaid Cymru. In such an 
event, if elected I would work with those elements within the Labour party that still 
believe in the principles of the NHS to ensure its funding is maintained, and that 
privatisation is rolled back.

Liberal Democrat
Mark Argent (Liberal Democrat Candidate North West Leicestershire)
Thank you for taking the time to write to me.
The Liberal Democrats are the one party which has committed itself to meeting £8Bn
shortfall in NHS funding which is predicted to arrive in the next parliament. I can 
assure you that we remain fully committed to the NHS being free at the point of 
delivery.



Having witnessed debates on the NHS at various Liberal Democrat conferences, I 
have no doubt that there would be very strong opposition within the Liberal 
Democrats to any departure from this position.
As a country we do have a problem with increasing costs for health care. These 
arise partly because people are living longer, and partly because many conditions 
which were once terminal are now treatable. Both of those are good things we 
should celebrate. But needing as a nation to think about how we fund this is not the 
same as saying we shouldn't.
Travels in other parts of the world leave me profoundly grateful for the NHS. I am 
also convinced that a service free at the point of delivery is both fairer than any other
system and also cheaper. The USA before President Obama's health care reforms 
stands as a stark example of how health provision that is not free at the point of 
delivery ends up leaving some people with inadequate healthcare at the same time 
as costing more.
I have heard rumours of possible charges for GP appointments, and, if I am elected 
on May 7 would expect to oppose these vociferously. I believe that such charges 
would not save money because they would deter people from going to their GP, 
which means a lot of illnesses would be caught at a late stage when they are much 
more expensive to treat.

Steve Coltman (Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate, Loughborough)
Thank you Mr Stanley, I will give you the reply I have sent to many other lobbyists on
this subject:
I describe myself as a ‘fundamentalist’ where the NHS is concerned. In the USA 
(where I have relatives) the insurance-based system left about 40 million people 
without healthcare coverage and even those who do have health insurance live with 
the fear that a loss of job could lead to a loss of health insurance and serious illness 
could plunge even comfortably-off families into poverty. There is no way I would wish
anything like this in the UK.
I believe the basic idea of the NHS is sound. I have a friend who works as an NHS 
manager who said: “the NHS may not be the best health service in the world but it is 
the most efficient”. It is not the best in the world because we don’t spend enough 
money to make it the best, but the basic idea of it is sound nonetheless.
When the Lib Dem conference in Newcastle a few years ago was debating Andrew 
Lansley’s Heath Service reforms we were canvassed by protesters as we queued 
outside the conference hall. They were not only urging us to vote against Lansley’s 
‘reforms’ they also told us that it was Labour  who started the process by introducing 
the internal market. As it happened we already knew this and we needed no 
encouragement to make it quite clear that the Lib Dem conference emphatically did 
NOT support these so-called reforms.
I would not go so far as to say absolutely nothing should be outsourced – I have 
another friend in the decorating business whose company re-painted several 
hospital wards at less cost than the hospitals in-house maintenance staff. I don’t 
have any objection to something like that and there may be other ‘non-core’ activities



that could be usefully outsourced but the core activities of the NHS should be kept 
together, in-house.
Some fears have been raised about a new free trade agreement between the USA 
and the EU called TTIP. Although I do remain a bit sceptical about the possible 
consequences of this treaty, Nick Clegg has spoken to the main EU negotiator 
Cecilia Malstrom (they know each other from when they were both MEPs) and has 
been assured that the NHS is outside the scope of this treaty and it would in no way 
be forced to outsource anything as a consequence of TTIP nor would it be prevented
from bringing back in-house anything that has already been outsourced. He was 
quite definite about this and I think this is quite reassuring.
I hope this will reassure you that, if elected, I will do my utmost to ensure that the 
NHS idea is retained and strengthened. I think we are fortunate to have it and it 
should, of course, be free at the point of use.
So far as market competition is concerned, all I can say is I am sceptical about the 
concept of the internal market, opponents of it claim that it wastes resources (for 
every winning bid there will be several losing bids all incurring costs that have to be 
recouped somehow) but I have insufficient knowledge of the detail to be categorical 
about this.
About hospital beds, a colleague has just sent me this information about how the UK
compares with other countries in this regard: http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-
issues-migration-health/hospital-beds-2014-1_hosp-beds-table-2014-1-en
We certainly do not need even fewer hospital beds!

Conservative
Andrew Bridgen (North West Leicestershire)
Thank you for contacting me about the NHS.
I assure you the NHS is not being privatised. In my view, reversing the 
Government's reforms would be the wrong approach to improving the NHS. You 
may be interested to know that the Commonwealth Fund comparative report into the
performance of different national health systems concluded that the NHS, under this 
Government, is the top-ranked health service of 11 leading nations.
I think this is a ringing endorsement of the Government's decision to reform the NHS
and to invest an extra £12.9 billion in the health service. There are 850,000 more 
operations being delivered each year compared to 2010, over 9,000 more doctors 
and over 8,000 more nurses. 
I am extremely glad that the Government have recognised the need for a seven-day 
a week NHS. Millions more people can already see a GP seven days but by 2020 
we want this for everyone, with hospitals properly staffed with a consultant, 
especially for urgent and emergency care, so that everyone will have access to the 
NHS services they need.
The Prime Minister has promised to increase spending on the NHS in the next 
Parliament. A future Conservative Government will protect the NHS by ensuring that 
spending will rise in every year in real-terms. In addition, the Chancellor has 
announced an extra £2 billion of funding every year for frontline NHS services. This 



is a down-payment on the NHS' own plan the 'Five Year Forward View.' NHS 
England Chief Executive Simon Stevens, has been clear that this gives the NHS the 
funding it needs. 
Regarding the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) and the 
National Health Service. I can assure you the Government is committed to an NHS 
that is always there for everyone who needs it, funded from general taxation and 
free at the point of use. TTIP could not change this. It will continue to be for EU 
member states to make decisions about whether and to what extent they involve the 
private sector in the provision of public services. The Commission's chief negotiator 
on TTIP has confirmed in writing that EU countries will be free to decide how they 
run their public health systems.
This letter is published on the Commission's website at: 
ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/press/frontpage/2014/14_72_en
Any investment provisions included in TTIP will strike the appropriate balance 
between protection for UK investors abroad, and ensuring the Government is not 
prevented from acting in the public interest in areas such as public health and the 
NHS.
I believe this partnership is a once in a generation opportunity. It would be the 
largest bilateral trade agreement in the world and would bring significant economic 
benefits in terms of jobs and growth, with the potential to deliver £10 billion to the UK
economy each year.
Thank you again for taking the time to contact me.

Mayoral election
Avtar Singh
Thank you for your letter asking me my position on NHS privatisation. However, I am
standing for Mayor on a platform of direct democracy using e-voting; I think all 
decisions should be made by the electorate and therefore don’t think it right for any 
one individual to dictate whether or not, or to what extent, the NHS is privatised.




