
LDM-E01-S2 LM03 FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 2014 LEICESTER MERCURY 15leicestermercur y.co.uk14 LEICESTER MERCURY FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 2014 LDM-E01-S2 LM03leicestermercur y.co.uk

mobile mobility

Straight
Stairlifts Now from 

£12 per pair

12
MONTHS 

WARRANTY

www.mobile-mobility.co.uk

Riser/Recliner
Chairs

NEW

NEW
from

from

BLABY 0116 278 4422

Bathlifts
NEW 
from

£399£1,350
£249

GREAT OFFERS IN STORE

All pictures for illustration purposes only 

• Next Day Fitting
• Try Before You Buy

at Blaby

First person

The views expressed above are the views of the author and
not necessarily the views of the Leicester Mercury

WRITE TO: Mailbox, Leicester Mercury, St George Street, Leicester, LE1 9FQ. E-MAIL: mailbox@leicestermercur y.co.uk
Your full name and address must be included, but may not be published if requested. Please give a
reason. The Mercury reserves the right to edit letters. Please ensure letters and signature are legible.

Government is
privatising the
NHS – Stop it
T

heNHS,asthe Britishpublichasknownit
since 1948, is being transformed before
our eyes. We say the coalition Govern-
ment is dismantling and privatising the
NHS – and it is up to us to save it. We say

we should scrap what we see as the Govern-
ment’s drive to privatise the NHS. It is making it
unsustainable. We think profit has no place in
h e a l t h c a re.

We should return to the founding principles of
the NHS.

Since April last year, 70 per cent of the contracts
awarded for NHS work have gone to private
healthcare companies.

Clause 119 of the Care Bill will allow the Health
Secretary to close hospitals, with limited con-
sultation, within 40 days. We say this is a tool for
selling off the NHS.

There is a myth healthcare companies will
provide a better service. While they are good at
driving down costs to satisfy shareholders, their
ability to improve services is unproven.

For instance, in Leicester, Arriva patient trans-
port is not meeting targets.

The NHS is rapidly being turned from a com-
paratively integrated organisation providing
high-quality clinical care into a fragmented ser-
vice, where any qualified provider can win con-
tracts and not worry about what others are do-
ing.

The private sector undertakes low-risk, high-
volume interventions, such as uncomplicated
hip replacements and cataracts, while NHS hos-
pitals are left to pick up high-risk services which
are hard to price – exposing them to possible fin-
ancial failure.

Currently, 26 NHS hospital trusts in England
are at a deficit with the largest – £39.8 million –
here in Leicester.

By drawing money away from the NHS, we ar-
gue privatisation is making the NHS unsustain-
able and could send us back to the 1930s.

Instead we should scrap the drive to privatise –
profit has no place in NHS healthcare.

The Campaign Against NHS Privatisation be-
lieves in a publicly-provided, publicly-funded
and democratically-determined health service.
The NHS should provide comprehensive health-
care, free at point of use and equitable.

Clinical commission groups should commis-
sion services which do not reduce continuity of
care, make decisions in the best interests of pa-
tients and wider community and in a way to re-
duce damage to the NHS.

If there are private providers in the NHS,
people would expect them to not only provide
high-quality care but be open and transparent in
their commercial dealings, not to engage in tax
avoidance and to pay their staff a living wage.

We can afford to invest to improve the NHS by
small tax increases and tackling tax avoidance.

Many are complacent, take the NHS for granted
and have no idea what a catastrophe it would be
to lose it.

To keep it, we are going to have to fight.
■ Robert Ball is a member of Leicester Campaign
Against NHS Privatisation.

As contracts are
increasingly going
to private firms,
Robert Ball says
profit has no place
in healthcareEaster message at

your parish church
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P
ensioners could be given guidance on
how long they are likely to live, accord-
ing to pensions minister Steve Webb. The
minister says people often underestim-
ate how long they might live and can be

left without enough savings. Giving them in-
formation about their life expectancy – based on
factors such as gender, where they live and
whether they smoke – would help them plan
their finances more efficiently.

His comments come after measures an-
nounced in last month’s Budget which give
people more flexibility over how they spend
their pension pots. Critics say the changes could
leave people struggling if they make
ill-informed decisions.

Mr Webb says people would be given an idea of
their life expectancy in consultations with a
pension scheme adviser and it would be handled
s e n s i t ive ly.

“T here’s no point being all British and coy
about it,”he told the BBC.

There is certainly a tendency to shy away from
discussions about life expectancy. Nobody
wants to spend a lot of time thinking about their
death, particularly in trying to nail down the
date of their likely demise.

INEXACT SCIENCE

However, it is questionable whether this
coyness over mortality is particularly a British
character trait, or whether it is just a product of
human nature.

In any event, it is an incredibly inexact science.
All that can really be done is to give an average
life expectancy based on a range of factors. It
cannot take into account the random nature of
illnesses and accidents.

And most people will already have a pretty
good idea of their likely life expectancy – all
being well. Those who smoke, for instance, must
already know that they are likely to have shorter
l ive s.

The vast majority of people are perfectly cap-
able of using their own common sense to work
out their spending plans in their retirement.

The liberalisation of the pensions system is a
good thing because it gives people more freedom
to spend their own money as they wish.

They can be trusted to realise that they will die
some day – without the help of an adviser trying
to guess when.

People don’t
need death
g u e ss t i m a t e s David Monteith, Dean of

Leicester Cathedral, said all
would be welcome at the Easter
Sunday Service at the cathedral,
which is to be televised live by
the BBC (Leicester Mercury,
April 10).

I am completely puzzled by his late
invitation, as attendance at this
service had previously been

strictly limited, with a reservation
re q u i re d .

Could it be this event is under-sub-
scribed because people are unable
to see the relevance of the cathed-
ral, given the desecration of the ad-
joining burial ground and the un-
dignified way clergy have become
involved in the costly legal battle to
claim Richard III as a trophy.

For those who feel motivated by
the thought of appearing on televi-
sion on Sunday at Leicester
Cathedral, they might like to recon-
sider and ask themselves whether

they are likely to experience the
true meaning of the Resurrection
and Easter in terms of hope, optim-
ism and joy.

They are more likely to receive
this message, as well as a warm
welcome, in their parish church,
where family-orientated services
will be held across Leicestershire
this Sunday.

Parish churches can be found on:
w w w. a c h u r c h n e a r y o u . c o m /

RJ Bingham, L e i c e s t e r.
■ Bishop’s Easter message –P37

I ONCE gave Sue Townsend a laugh
by regaling her with a story about
desperately trying to produce a
Chinese stir fry before belting off to
a CND meeting.

I found I had shaken in a good
splash of Worcestershire sauce in-
stead of soy.

While trying to remedy that, I for-
got the almonds under the grill and
had to shove the black, smoking
grill pan on to the back doorstep.

Explaining the mistake to my
hungry sons, the younger (who
shares Adrian Mole’s birthday and
year) said: “Are you trying to kill
us, Mum?”

Sue was opposed to nuclear
weapons and we were very glad to
have her ride out with us on our
hired double-decker bus in the
1980s to RAF Molesworth in opposi-
tion to the placing of the US nucle-
ar-armed Cruise missiles there.

Having been spending more time
on my sofa than usual, following a
dental operation at the infirmary,
I’ve got on with my “Wool not
We ap o n s ” knitting, to add to the
seven miles to stretch from Alder-
maston weapons establishment to
Burghfield, where the warheads
are assembled.

As this will be on Nagasaki Day,
August 9, I think I’ll try to knit a
second one and dedicate it to Sue.

Anna Cheetham, committee
member, Leicester Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament.

Leave the clocks
I UNDERSTAND British Summer
Time was introduced during the
war to help Scottish farmers.

If the Scots vote for independence,
could we ask our Government to
leave the clocks alone? We would
then not walk around like zombies
for up to a month afterwards.

Norman Smith, L i t t l e t h o rp e .

She’s a superstar
I WENT to see Susan Boyle at De
Montfort Hall with my daughter. It
was a brilliant show – she can sing
anything. She is a true superstar.

Mrs S Dunkerley, Wi g s t o n .

RAINBOWS Hospice for Children
and Young People still has places
available for readers to sign up to
the Leicester 10k and raise money
for our fantastic hospice.

The Leicester 10k takes place on
Sunday, May 18, starting and fin-
ishing at Abbey Park.

Last year, those running for Rain-
bows raised more than £4,000.

This year, we are celebrating 20
years of care and are thrilled to
have been chosen as the charity
partner for the event once again.

Our target for our 20th birthday
year is to raise an extra £100,000,
which will help us fund more chil-
d re n’s nurses.

By signing up to the event and
running for Rainbows, you will be
helping the terminally ill and life-
limited children in our care, so

please join us and help us to make a
dif ference.

Entry to the event is £15 for run-
ning club members and £17 for non-
running club members.

For more information, phone
01789 267 337 or e-mail:

sarah@tempoevents.co.uk
w w w. r a i n b o w s . c o . u k / r u n n i n g

Katie Baxter, community and
events manager, Rainbows Hospice
for Children and Young People,
L o u g h b o ro u g h .

With reference to the issue of the
reinterment of the remains of
Richard III, I wonder if there is an
element of “Leicester – w hy
there, in that dull city?”

It is certain he would not have
been buried in a provincial town if
the Battle of Bosworth had worked
out differently – but the same could
be said for medieval towns such as
Nottingham, Bristol and Norwich.

Some may think Leicester is not
good enough for him and a city
with a higher profile, such as York
or London, would be more appro-
p r i at e.

I do have some family in Leicester
and visit from time to time. It is a
thriving, vibrant, multicultural
city with a long, distinguished and
visible history.

Burial there would allow people to
visit Bosworth battlefield, ponder
his fate and then make the short
journey to pay their respects at the
c at h e d r a l .

Knitting for Sue
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CONTACT US

AS RECENT events in Donesk, in
eastern Ukraine, show only too
vividly, Putin’s ambitions go much
further than the mere annexation
of Crimea.

These events have startling and
frightening parallels in history,
which we ignore at our peril.

On the morning of March 7, 1936,
30,000 German troops marched into
the demilitarised zone of the Rhine-
land in open defiance of the Loc-
arno Pact and the Treaty of Ver-
sailles to which Germany was a sig-
n at o r y.

For the next 48 hours, Hitler and
the German High Command held
their breath, expecting an immedi-
ate retaliatory move by the other
major powers.

But they did not react. Nothing
happened. This lack of action and
the feeble resolve of the western
powers led directly to the terrible
conflict of the Second World War.

Encouraged by the weak re-
sponse, Putin will undoubtedly at-
tempt to destabilise not only
Ukraine but also other vulnerable
former Soviet republics in the Balt-
ic region.

We must stamp down hard on this
rabid egotist, or else be prepared to
suffer far worse consequences in
the not-too-distant future.

Harold Varnam, C o u n t e s t h o rp e .

So think again – Leicester is a
suitable resting place for a king.

Peter Turton, Pick ering,
North Yorkshire.

LEGAL WRANGLE IS A WASTE OF TIME AND MONEY

Pu tin’s ambition
beyond Crimea

WITH the death of Christine Cro-
nogue, Leicester City Council ten-
ants have lost five tenants’ cam -
paigners since September.

Margaret Thompson MBE ran
Aikman Avenue Flats Tenants’ and
Re s i d e n t s ’ Association with her
husband, Colin, for more than 40
years, as chairman and vice-chair-
man.

They both worked for all council
tenants and she is sadly missed
since she passed away at the begin-
ning of September.

John Buswell passed away in
January. He worked for Stocking
Farm and Abbey Rise Tenants’ and
Re s i d e n t s ’ Association and was
treasurer of Leicester Federation
of Tenants’ Associations for sever-
al years.

Brenda Wheatley passed away
last month. She did sterling work,

working with the housing depart-
ment and police to improve the
lives of Eyres Monsell tenants.

She was also a member of the edit-
orial panel that put together the
City Housing News, a newsletter
distributed to all tenants.

Christine also died last month,

Five dedicated
to aiding tenants

after many years of work for ten-
ants and residents.

Finally, Terry Knights, of Mow-
macre Hill, passed away on the Fri-
day after Chris. He was a very quiet
gentleman, but when he made any
comment it was worth listening to.

I would like to acknowledge all

their hard work. We need more
people to join us in our work.

Contact your housing office or
Dipesh Joshi at The Ian Marlow
Centre, Blackbird Road, Leicester.
You will be welcomed by everyone.

Mary Bedder, L e i c e s t e r.

SADLY MISSED: Christine Cronogue worked for tenants and residents in New Parks for many yea rs

Run in 10k and
support hospice

City is fit for king,
says Yorkshireman

TRAINERS: Last year’s Leicester 10k. The race starts and finishes in Abbey Park, on Sunday, May 18

LAUGHTER: Sue Townsend

ALONG with many others, I am
dismayed at the expensive legal
process taking place to determ-
ine whether King
Richard should
remain here in
Leicester or be
reinterred in
Yo rk .

While York is a
fine tourist des-
tination, it does
not have as
many links
with Richard

as we are proud to have here in
L e i c e s t e r.

Richard was only an occa-
sional visitor to York, hav-

ing been born and
brought up in

Nor thamptonshire,
and it was in
Leicestershire he
fought one of the most
important battles in
British history.

Nigel Mutimer
Coalville.
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