
Health Alert!

‘Sustainability’ and ‘Transformation’ 
Plans in the NHS – shrinking the
health service

The local Sustainability and Transformation Plan (STP) is a programme of major cuts and 
reorganisation in the local NHS and poses a significant threat to the quality of care available to 
patients in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. The Plan is financially driven. It is being 
developed in conditions of near secrecy until approved by NHS England. Without a democratic 
process. No public involvement and no effective scrutiny.  

The level of funding in the health service is completely unacceptable. It has not kept up with an 
ageing population and inflation. In fact, spending had gone down year on year as a percentage of 
national income (GDP), reflecting a lack of commitment to the health service. As a result of chronic
underfunding since 2010, we are facing a shortfall in LLR of approximately £500m.

The NHS in England is being asked to make unprecedented savings of £22bn by 2020, squeezed 
by deficits and government imposed budget limits. Some services will be cut or their quality will be 
reduced. 

In LLR, hundreds of acute hospital beds are threatened with closure even though our local hospital
trust already has too few beds in comparison with the number of people requiring admission, as 
recent reports have demonstrated. 

‘Transforming’ the service means relying more on unpaid volunteers and placing more pressure on 
families to care for their own sick relatives and neighbours at home. Extra reliance on social care 
means more families will face charges as social care is means tested. Social care funding has 
been severely cut in recent years.  

Moving services out of hospital into the community creates huge opportunities for providers to 
deliver services with cheaper, less qualified staff. Some health services may over time come to be 
re-categorised as social care – which is chargeable. 

Local NHS managers are effectively being forced to lie to the public that the 
Plan will improve care when the real purpose is to reorganise and shrink the 
service both in quantity and in quality. 

By shrinking, cutting and restructuring core NHS services, the Government is 
creating space for privatising lucrative areas. The private company, Spire, is 
expanding its investments as it believes the government’s funding of the NHS
will push more patients into private health care.

While some areas of the NHS need reform, polls showed how much the public valued the NHS. In 
2016, 84% of people who had been treated in hospital rated their care as seven out of 10 or 
above. The NHS is an important part of our economy and also part of quality of our lives and 
should therefore be adequately funded. 

We should not just accept the shrinkage and deformation of the health service. 
We should fight it! 
 

Campaign Against NHS Privatization 
Find us on Twitter @CANP_Leicester or email: canp@live.co.uk 

Stand up for the NHS. Join us today.

NHS

For 
sustainability 
read: cuts 

For 
transformation 
read: 
privatization



‘Sustainability’ and ‘Transformation’ Plans – It's all about 
shrinking services to reflect the diminishing share of the 
GDP allocated to the NHS 

Don’t lie down and accept it

We need to demand proper NHS funding levels. All changes to local services must be based on 
clinical need and evidence-based research. End the costly NHS market by bringing its services 
fully back into public ownership and control, saving billions of pounds annually that are wasted on 
managing the market. 

• Restore government responsibility for a comprehensive free NHS. 

• Stop constantly reorganising the NHS.

• End NHS privatization.

• Abolish competition for NHS services.

• Require national terms and conditions for staff. 

• Save between £5.3bn and £10bn every year by abolishing the market. 

What you should do

There is overwhelming support for the NHS, but politicians and the media deny there is a crisis 
and few people realise how close we are to losing the NHS.

• Don’t be taken in by claims it’s all about improving services. It isn’t.

• Find out about local plans for cuts and write to local papers to complain. 

• Write to your MP and local councillors demanding they oppose the cuts.  [to find and write
to them go to: https  ://www.writetothem.com/?gclid=CICw0YCD5c4CFcE_GwodIRIBxA]

• Also for those in Leicester write, asking what the committee is doing about this, to: 

the chair of the Health and Wellbeing Scrutiny Commission: 
Councillor Vi Dempster
Leicester City Council
City Hall, 115 Charles Street, Leicester LE1 1FZ
vi.dempster@leicester.gov.uk

For more information, including information on local campaigns see CANP website. 
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