
Speech, March and rally in support of the East Midlands Children's Heart Unit at Glenfield
Hospital

The Campaign Against NHS Privatization opposes the closure of the children’s heart unit at 
Glenfield not because we think it will be privatized but because we see it as an instance of a 
wider set of policies which are degrading the health service – largely because the government 
is refusing to give the NHS the funding it needs.

You might have heard of the Sustainability and Transformation Plan – the STP. Sustainability 
and transformation sound such nice word but in fact we have these STPs primarily because the 
government has been systematically underfunding the health service for 6 or 7 years. For 
various reasons, including the fact  that health service specific inflation is higher than general 
inflation – for various reason, the NHS needs about an extra 4% in funding each year. 
Historically, on average, the NHs has received that.

However since 2010 the NHS has received not 4% increase each year but 1%. Not because the 
money isn’t there – it is there, we are the 6th richest nation in the world or 13th richest per 
head of population.

The policy of underfunding – or defunding as some people are calling it – is designed in my 
view to shake our faith in the NHS; to shake your confidence in its affordability and 
sustainability and to shake our conviction in our right to high quality health care fit for a rich 
nation in the 21st century.

But there is nothing unaffordable or unsustainable about the NHS. The decision to spend a 
smaller proportion of the national income on health care is a political choice. The decision to 
tolerate tens of thousands of tax avoidance schemes, used overwhelmingly by the affluent and 
big business, is a political choice. The decision to allow accountancy firms deliberately to sell 
tax avoidance schemes, some of dubious legality, is a political choice. And the decision to close
tax offices and reduce the tax collection workforce is a political choice. 

And these are not even rational choices. Even if ministers don’t care about fairness or have 
no compassion for those who are forced to wait two months for urgent cancer care or for those 
forced to wait on trolleys because there aren’t enough hospital beds. Even if they don’t care
about these things, surely they care about the economy and want the economy to grow?

And the NHS is part of the economy. The NHS does not detract from the economy or in some 
way damage it. The NHS is part of the economy. It employs 1.3 million people, who earn a 
living, spend their money on the goods and services other people produce (thereby keeping 
them in work) and pay their taxes. In the process, they create services - health services – 
which are not only of the utmost value to our society but are highly prized and valued by the 
patients who receive them. Good quality health care and effective public health measure are one
of the most fundamental aspects of our quality of life.

You would think that expanding this part of the economy would be worth investing money in. 
Especially when you remember that additional spending on health care itself promotes more 
economic growth than the cost of the additional spending. It’s called a positive fiscal 
multiplier.

But the government does not want to spend more money on the NHS. In fact it wants to spend 
less as a proportion of national income and less per head of population. The answer isn’t 
private spending – we are a low wage economy and most of us could not afford private health



care. Private funding not only inequitable, it is also inefficient. Many health economists agree 
that the most efficient way to fund health systems is via general taxation.

So look out for that Sustainability and Transformation Plan or STP. There are some good ideas 
in it but, in our neck of the woods, they want to close 240 beds at our acute hospital trust, to 
close St Mary’s birthing centre in Melton Mowbray, to close Lutterworth Community Hospital
and Rutland Memorial Community Hospital in Oakham. And that’s just for starters. They also
want to shrink the health workforce and have more of our care given by less qualified people.  
It will even be harder for many of us to see a GP. All because they think it will be cheaper.

But we don’t have to put up with it. Don’t allow them to shake your faith in the NHS or 
your confidence in its affordability and sustainability. Don’t allow to waver your conviction 
and your belief in your entitlement to high quality health care paid efficiently through taxation 
and fit for a rich nation.

Hold onto your hospital beds, hold onto your courage and hold onto your hearts.

Sally Ruane


