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PROTEST – ST JOHNS HOUSE, 30 EAST ST, LEICESTER, 17.08.2017 (1)
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: 08:30 TO 09:00

PROTEST AGAINST NHS SECRECY 

A GROUP OF LOCAL CAMPAIGNERS IS PROTESTING ABOUT NHS SECRECY BY 
STAGING A DEMONSTRATION OUTSIDE AN NHS MEETING IN LEICESTER. THE 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST NHS PRIVATIZATION IS CONCERNED THAT LARGE SCALE 
CUTS TO HEALTH SERVICES ARE BEING PLANNED IN SECRET. THE PROTEST 
WILL BE OUTSIDE ST JOHNS HOUSE, 30 EAST ST, LEICESTER ON THURSDAY 17 
AUGUST AT 08:30 HOURS.  

Meetings of the System Leadership Team (STL) are taking place every month to discuss a 
programme of health service reorganisation and cuts known as the Sustainability and 
Transformation Plan (STP) (2). STPs are being developed across England as the amount of funding
given to the NHS declines as a share of national income. STPs are controversial and have triggered
protests and opposition across the country. 

Bob Ball, campaign spokesman said: "Members of the public are not allowed to attend the 
meetings. Several weeks after a meeting has taken place, minutes are placed in the public 
domain but it is difficult to understand these when the detailed papers discussed at each 
meeting continue to be deliberately withheld from the public. We think this continuing 
secrecy is unacceptable and may not even be legal." 

Bob Ball continued "To make matters worse, the Sustainability and Transformation Plans are 
being developed outside the legal framework of the NHS (3). We understand that the 
government was hoping to introduce legislation to regularise the situation but the plans are 
very controversial and it appears the government doesn't think it can get legislation through 
Parliament.” 

The Campaign against NHS Privatization (CANP)believes the continuation of austerity funding is 
damaging the NHS and reducing the quality of health care. 

Reference:
1. Public protest will be outside St Johns House, 30 East St, LE1 6NB, Leicester, prior to an NHS 
meeting on the  Sustainability and Transformation Plan.
2. Under current draft of the plan for Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, three hospitals will be closed,
staff numbers reduced by 1502, maternity services trimmed and care rationed as services shrink. A 
revised Plan is being discussed in these meetings and we understand it will be published around 
September 2017.
3. The 2012 Health and Social Care Act fragments the health system and separates competing 
organisations. The STPs require integration and joint working. Technically the SLT is a joint committee of
the three CCGs in LLR but in fact includes all major organisations in the health and social care system. It
is our concern that these joint committee meetings should, according to the 1960 Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, be open to the public.
3) More on the Sustainability & Transformation Plan (STP) at: 
http://www.bettercareleicester.nhs.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=46236 
4) CANP was formed in 2010 to campaign for a better health service and to defend the NHS from 
privatization. 

For more information visit: http://campaignagainstnhsprivatization.org.uk 

http://www.bettercareleicester.nhs.uk/easysiteweb/getresource.axd?assetid=46236
http://campaignagainstnhsprivatization.org.uk/


Further information, interviews: Robert Ball, CANP Spokesperson: 077793 04081


