
ARTIFICIAL INCREASES IN NHS FUNDS.
Since the last week end, Teresa May and her party are announcing increases in NHS spending. The aim seems to be to 
maximise the increase whilst not explaining the source of this increased spending. It all seems like a ‘smoke and mirrors’ 
exercise.
But not everyone who knows a thing or two about NHS is falling for this exaggeration.
Sarah Wollaston, the Tory MP and head of the Commons Health and Social Care committee commented on Mrs May’s suggestion
that some of this increased funding will be sourced from the imaginary Brexit dividend as ‘’...tosh. And treats public as fools’’.
Secondly, Mrs May is trying to give an impression that the 3.4% increase will apply to the whole of UK. This is not so. This 
increase only applies to England and so, overall, only amounts to 3%. This is far below the 4% minimum increase required to 
stand still.
Dr Lousine Irvine, a GP in Lewisham and co-chair of Health Campaigns Together commented ‘’ The Conservative government’s 
promised funding increase is too little and too late. It is in fact only 3% a year-they have done their usual smoke and mirrors to 
make it appear more by only counting the increase to the NHS England budget and not the overall Department of Health 
budget. 4% is the minimum increase needed. 3% won’t be enough to repair the untold damage the Tories have done to the 
NHS over the past eight years of austerity or secure its future as a high-quality service.’’
Reiterating this, Dr Tony O’Sullivan, co-chair of Keep Our NHS Public said ‘’ The NHS and social care have been severely 
damaged by the last 8 years of wilful neglect. NHS workforce planning was abandoned leaving 100,000 vacancies and doctors 
and nurses working in extremes of pressure and ending up in tears of distress.’’
All the experts are of the same opinion.
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